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Plectus) were in the following order: Cd>Zn>Pb>Cu. The abundance of nine genera correlated positively with the metal concentrations and most of their correlations were in the order: Cu>Pb>Zn>Cd.
Faunal profile analyses of the free living nematode assemblages revealed higher values of Structure index (SI) at low (75-91%) and medium (77-87%) levels of contamination in comparison with the most polluted site (35-46%). Nematode structure metabolic footprints (SFP) at low and medium levels of contamination were much higher than at the high pollution level. Both SI and SFP at the medium level of metal contamination indicated low bioavailability and low toxicity of Pb (1290 mg kg soil), Cd (34 mg kg soil), Zn (1779 mg kg soil) and Cu (190 mg kg soil) for the free-living nematodes, isolated from the rhizosphere of the mustard weed at this site. The rhizosphere of the metal accumulating plant might be protective for these nematodes, providing conditions of reduced bioavailable metals in contaminated soil during the vegetation period of the plants. 
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